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Canchestons from the cane 
af Miga Chan-poi, 


A CHINESE BEPECTS 
Kred 4, Markeart 


Oe 28 July 1885 Miso Chen-pul, s Meyearnld assistant in the eam- 
mercial office of the Chinese embassy in Damasens, was busy with a 
caller at lunch time, The fact ix, he bad purpoiely timed an appoint: - 
ment with & Lebanese merchant so that he would still be ted up 
wheo his collearues in the commercial attaché’s office left for lunch 
at the embassy building, They would bring bim back a suck, as 
they asually did in such cimuumstanees, Miao had found a Joop. 
hole in the tight Chinese personnel senurity system. Slot Os 

Alter saying good-by to the merchant, Miao went to his roan in 
the same building, enlorked his closet, and took out a anal suitcase 
in which he hed packed imost of Iie clothes and personal effecs, 
Dowsing bis suit cowt, he vent watside, cuefully locked the door 
of the commercial office, and began the Taminute walk to the American 
exthasry, There he presented himself to the receptionfet, saying fo 
Baglish, “I have sanething very importent which TI wish ta dixeus: 
with the Amerfean polities] eoeuselor, Loam fom the Chine 
embassy.” Within two minutes he was making his plea for asylum 
be two offeers of the political section. 

Motivation 

Mises decision to defect was sparked hy uo climactic event or 
personal problem. He was ite ao sexual or Ananelal bowble, had 
throes yours yet to serve: in Damascus, gat on smouthly with his ¢a- 
workers and supervisurs, and enjoyed a faultless reparation in his 
thission. He was o former navy officer and a ten-year party member, 
He wis bright, reliabls, and efficient in bis work, He was well res 
garded by his boss the cormmercial attaché, and he wax something 
of a pet of the ambawador, who frequently used. hin as interpreter 
becnuse of bie acardlawless Arabic. With his party mtnbership, 
glass background, and professional expertise he could look forward 
confidently to a sueenssful if modest carear with the Ministry of 
Foraiga Trade, in which alterate overseas and home tours might 
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eventually lead te a section ebief position in the Ministry, He was 
making a good living, in Chinese teray, enjoyed a position of respect 
and trust, and because of his rather ascetic personal tastes had no 
hankering for the material advantages of the West. 

His initia) disillusionment with Chinese communism stemmed from 
the period of the Great Leap Forward, Az intelligent man, he con. 
cluded sqan after the movement began that & wag a catastrophic 
mistake, Mot the mistake, but the leadership's failure to indulge in 
any selforiticism after its de facto abandonment of the Leap led 
him ta conclude that there was a dual standard of communiit virtue, 


. one for, the leadershis and, anothér forthe led. The party’s hy- 


Ate Me ee ane meee cere te 


“ pocrisy—“the gap: between “theory ‘sid “practicn-was, then,~ what 


started his progressive disaffection. 

What carried it.an was the thought supression and constant political 
indouteination of the systeny;, he gagged on the pobulumy that was 
supposed ta nurture his politics! growth, fe wax still a reasonably 
reliable party member with no idea of defecting when be tefe China 
on his first overseas tour ie Augest 1065, But further exercise of 
thought control within the Bianutses mission and the suggestive op- 
portunities provided by service abroad geadually had theiv effect, 
As embassy “shady sessions” mounted te aver 25 hours per week with 
the advent of the “cultural revolution” in May 1956, be bepan weighing 
seriously the pros aid cons of defection, By early July he fad made 
up his inind and started his detailed preparations to escape. 


Rarmarks? 


How could we have spotted Miao as 6 potential defector? He is 
confident thet we coulda't have, He gave no hint of bis plans to 
anyone, continued diligent i bis work and in study sessions, and was 
carafal in his Gnal letters to his mother and gisl friend in China to~ 
betray no sign of his intentions. Tho system had taug}st lim to keep 
close-mouthed and rely enixely on fis own resoneoes. Had be received 
a defection-inducement Tntter even in hits last week, he says, he would 
ornhusitatingly fuwe reported it to his superiors. Had he been ap- 
proached by anyortet chinese, American, or Aveb—without the minst 
comvinedag bona fides, he would similarly have reported tis, Yet 
during the same week be way taking advantage of the foe time in 
embaisy discussing sessions after be had delivered his own speeches 
to think out the precise steps of hiy defection! 

Miao might he cousidered a prychologieal rather than, ideological 
defector. He did not reject communism as u poliiical system for China 
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or as a way of life for others, only for himeclf, He does not think 
bic dissatisfaction with the communist system a rarity among cadres 
overseas, hut he adds significantly, “Personality has a great deal to 
do with what one dees about it.” He regurds himself as independent 
minded and willing te take considerable risks to preserve hit right of 
intellectual privacy. He recognizes that his desire for privacy aad 
distaste for the enforced prop activity of o collectivist society are 
uouswally strang: ia the Foreign ‘Trace Jostitute be would try to dis- 
course classmates who nsisted on joining hin when he hed planned 2 
solitary walk, and if he was unable to talk them out of it he would 

“give up the plan and netura to bis roum alone, “Tim nto monk,” he 
explains, “but there is € part of everyone's life that hus to be lived 
privately,” He doce not think, however, that this inslividwatistic 
tendency would be evident to an outsider, earmarking the: poteatial 
defector, 

He did agroe that our most likely Chinese-defector candidates would 
come from among the lowerranking, junior cadre who bad less per- 
sonal stake in thelr present careers and whose befter education 
would give them greater confidenoe ia their ability to make their way 
in tha West, He also resogyized that a lack of strong ties to family 
members leit in China would fuellitate a. decision to defect 

He himself, like most previous defectors ta us, had ne strong family 
dies. Fhe tuid Toft home at the age of 13; his faihee was dead, he 
mother vetired from school teaching. While in Dawascus he had 
written once a month to his mother dod to a girl with whom he had 
a vague understanding about future marriage, Te had wiitten an 
older beother, the only other member of his family, only twine in ail, 
‘Te looseness of these ties probaly accounts for his rationalizing that 
hig defection will not adversely alinet his family. He recogetzes that 
it would not be a good fdea to write to them cow, but he feels that 
the regime will take no drastic action against them. 

Choosing a Haven 

Miao was unequivecal in his reasons for selecting the United States 
as his preferred safehaven. First, tt was an enorinously strong emi 
try where hiz safety would be guaranteed. (This same thought has 
been uppermost in the minds of all Chinese defectors wha have 
walked inte U8. tnstellatiaws.) Seoand, although he bad only the 
hazgiest notion of the American politics! system, its eulogy had been 
presented to him ay the polar oppnsita of communist China's; since 
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fe found Ching’s totally incompatible with his needs, therefore, if 
seemed logteal to ty the opposite, 

We bad an early and dim favorable ioupression of Amerivans re- 
ceived second-hand through his father, a secondary-school English 
teacher who had leen acquainted with some American wdysionartes, 
i but this vague impression was of no comsequence, The regime’s antl 
; Americin propaganda had wacked effectively on him, be declares, 
' aad ke had a generally bad sterectype of the United States and of 
; dmericans when he walked into our embassy. PBs reception there, 


i the offeial trestaient he has had sinctasbd his, Timited contacts, with 


1" ordinary aspects of American’ Ke have all conte ‘as pleasant shocks 
- to Bim, 


. He deprecetes the material attractions of American life for him. 
; “My living was not go bad.” be says, “and Ive aever wanted to be a 
_ wilionaire,” 
i He knew that there were Chinese nationals in the United States but 
had oy idea of the size, composition, or iocation of these overseas 
i Chinese communilies, The question of finding a wife among Chinese. 
i girly here had not concerned him; once established, he says, ‘he would 
’ be willing to select 2 compatible mate of any race, 


Panning the Break 


Mino studied diferent possible ways of defecting for three in four 
months before dis actual tak. His planning was rational and fairly 
well engeeived. As he oxamined his sitwtion, he saw three possible 
methods of exeaping fram the mission in Syria: 

The Gest was to go ty the 1,8, ecabassy in Damascus and reqaust 
politeal asylum, There was no question in his mind but thet the 
; Americans would be able to exfiltrate hin successfully; he hoped they 
‘ would put him ja a dipkvuatie co and spirit bin over the border 
: bvta Lebanon cight away, before the Chinese mission had Hive to 
* yeport his disappearance to the Syrian authorities, (It did not occur 
> to ddim that the United States would report his defection to the 
* Syrian government and request its acquiescence in his removal.) 
’ Els only doubt concerned U9. willingness to secept the proypect of 
; & further deterioration in tha sleoady cool US.Syrinn relations over 
a rather low-ranking Clunese defector. He reasoned, however, that 
“they acceptal Tong Chi-p'ing in Burundi"? aa) decided that they 
> wend ‘Frovebly aocept him, 


on 
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fhe were tuned away from the American eovbassy, lve decided. be 
would next apply at the Kallen embassy. Tt was nearly meat dost, 
and Syriatvltalian relations were so nominal that there was ualitely 
to he any popular cautery if the Melians exfitrated him. He did aot 
seclowsly cousider the British embassy; it was too far away, and the 
British diplomatic tie with China might be an obstache to acceptin 
Chinese defectors, In retrospeet, however, he feels that he world 
probably have approgched the British if tumed down at the Anierzan 
and Hulien embassies, He bad determined, if denied asylum in che 
on the basis of study-session propaganda that the “revisionist” missims 
would probably accept him, and while he could not hope to got to the 
United States through their doors, auylim In any country was beter 
than returning te China in disgrace, Life iy Yugoslavia or the TSK 
was not an. attractive prospect for himy be doubted that they were 
“revisionist enough” to satisfy his hopes fur personal freatam. - 

‘The second plan ho considered was getting ong af the Arab cer 
chants he had met it the course of olficlal business to help smuggle 
him over the Lekanese border. He focused particuludly an an ex- 
pilriaty UAR national who, after bis business in Egypt had teen 
nitionalived, had Ted with some eapital to Lebanon and now, ecah- 
Yshed as a tracer in Beirut, had major bosiness interests In Werern 
Europe, Miso thought of sounding him out capdously on Synan 
Lehanese bordlér-crossing and document procedures and, if the anrears 
indicated that there would be fitde risk for the merchant in dhe at 
tempt, then asking to be taken slong tn his cur, Me flnally rejected 
this plan on the ground that ng merchant could be expected to Deed 
a plea based on bumanitarianion or friendship; merchants were ite 
terested only in money, and Mikio’s total avadable cash amounted 
to the equivalent of OLS, $37.00, 

His third alternative entailed waiting aut the antinipated deeesear 
remaindar of his tour in Darnascus in order to make a break fom 
the mission the night before biy departere, when ke would bave for 
the first te both his seevies passport and a valid Lebanese trensit 
visa in his possexsion, Uaving fled the mission, he would Bag a taxt 
for the Q-how ride to Lebanon, fest enough, he hoped, to be ahead af 
any herder guard alect for hin, The drawbacks ia dhix plan were the 
need fox a year walt, uncertainty that his afr route home would 
necessarily involye transit through Lebono and therefore the Leba- 
nese visa, and worst, the absolute necesstly of effecthig his break Som 
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witting the embassy’s routine personnel security measured on any 
given aight. He did not seriously consider drying to make a break 
at the Heirnt airport on the way bame; he could be sure of ueither 
the attitude of the Lebanese poli: uoe his ability ta escape Irom his 
eecorks 
Kavanledga of Petor Defections 
Miao bad lawned theongh various means of several previous actual 
or. attempted. Chinese defections: willy. of 
(1) Yung Chiptag (Burundi). He had read of Tung's do- 
fection iin the Pegple’s Daily and had been told by Ministry of 
Foreign Trade personnel returning fom Burnndi in Apell 1955 
that Tang was then in the United States. These MET people 
made to pretense that Tung had lwen kidnapped. 





(2) Unidentified officer (USSR), During a May 1900 em- 


bassy study session, onc of Miso's colleagues mentioned hearing 
that a member of the Chinese Warsaw embassy had defeated 
with his wife ia the Soviet Union while on route by train to 
Peking, No names, dates, or other details weee give, but Miao 
concluded fram the Fact that the olllcer’s wile had been sta- 
tioned in Warsaw with him that he must fave been of senior tank, 

{3} Fa Tsung (London), While in China he had read a 
brick item on this phauist’s defection ta the United Kingdom in 
“Reference News,” a restrichedcicculation surimary of items from 
the foreign press produced by NCNA, 

(4) Unidentified (Cairo), During the May 1MH study session 
referred to above an embisty colleague whe had previously 
served in Caio told low 2 i9-your-otd in the eorbessy there had 
fled ia abot 166%. Speaking only Chiness and unchle to muke 
himself understood, be had been jailed by the Caira polies, Alter 
two weeks Chinese Inquiries lad to big ideatifiewlon und tum 
over to the embassy, 

(5) Unidentified (Cairo]. ‘The sante colleague on the sanu: 
aecasion alzo mentioned the emape of an “eecountant” fram the 
Chinese enilassy in Caleo. Te was onclear whether this man was 
ever found again, 

(6) NONA oon {Prague}. At the same study seeslin anothet 
cdlleague, who had previously served in Switwdand, mentioned 
a Czech attempt ta induce the defection of an NCNA reporter 
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stationed iy Switzerland but transferred for hospitalization to 
Prague. The Czechs were said to have sent hin a wean, with 
whom he fell in love, and ty have tried twice to convince him to 
say in Czechoslovakia, Although he refused, he continued to 
corespend with the woman after his recovery and retury to 
Switverland. ‘The embassy, discovering this comespondence, bad 
hint recalled to Peking in 1899, On the way be tried to jump 
ix Prague but was physically restraiued by his escorts, He was 
kept under goard In the Chinese mission in Prague for a month 
uutil seouse arrangements were wade for taking kim on ta Peking, 

(7) Ching Chifea-yu' (Bombay). “Mina tend the Chiesa wer--. 
sion of this tesde ofiver's defection and quick redefection in 1969 
in a lengthy Peopta’s Daily article. Tks line was that Chang bad 
fone to the American consulate merely fo inquire about a via 
for a relative and that one thera he had been threatened. by the 
guny of Marine guurds and interrogated in an oflempt to take 
an avent of him. Miao thought the visa stery a bit fishy, and 
tater he heard fom colleagues in the Ministry of Foreign Trade 
that Chang had actually tried ta defect and later changed bs 
mind; he was now undergoing labor reform in Chita, they sald. 

(8} Chow Hung-ching (Tokyo). Mine's only knowledge of 
this case fof the interpreter with a Chinese delegation in Tokyo 
who clinthedt the Soviet embassy wall, was tured over to the 
Japanese, asked. first to go to Pniwan, then decided to remain tu 
Jepen, and Roally chose to retuen to China} come from a long 
article in People's Dolly in 156%, 

(9} Haw Tru-te'ad {The Hegue). Mito hid beard of the at- 
tempted defection aud subsequent death of Hsu (deleyute to a 
welding conference in The Hague fo 1968) from BERG, VOA, 
Radio Peking, and Jordan radio broudesste. 


in oll, Miao thus had some knowledge of about ame-third of previous 
Thinase defection cages, and the bulk of his information exe from 
Chinese soucoes, He says Guit while it would be bad form foe ot 
dinary coembers of his mission to take the initiative in reistig the pub- 
ject of defections or to ask questions about them, whea the party 
organieetion in the embassy set up study sessions oa this subject one's 
petsonal knowledie of past defectors could be mentioned during the 
discussions. Ty May 1965 party members of the Damascus embassy 
ad read to them a speech that Chien I had made in February to an 
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aibaesdorlevel conference in Peking touching on the subject of 
defection: 


Sonat would-be defectacs have heen caught, but som, through ‘defgeds 
iis cnt scoaurity syriom, pot away, The people who escaped wure wot -alwayy 
the sans of Jandlords ov espitalists, and we should mammber thal cures 
cliss otigin Set everythings we have to examine anere closely the setual 
political understandings of aur persannel, We avast gut polite: it coup. 
cian, fucmase politics! stady, and mastery Chairman Mav's tought, 


Chien also meationed that net only the imperialists but sare revi. 
siondst countries ss well were getlvely trying te induce detections 
among Chins personnel overseas, ; 

In Miso’y cata ‘there G3"thus WiesWdutile izony thet most Gf Hisy, 
knowledge about the procedures past defectors bid used came fron 
discussions designed to discourage defection and that the oficial 
remedy for ideologies! wavering, more study of Muo’s thought, was a 
major factor in alignating him, 

Misa says that party. discussions of the defection proklen. en. 
plusize the weed. for unshaksble ideologies! purity in order to foil the 
activities of outside “special agents" using money, worien, threats, 
and materialise leves. Desidey the general reading of Myo's works 
to combat bourpeois thinking, he olusifies types af anti-dufection ef- 
fort ander three headings: 


Tight physical seewrity controls on mistou members, 
Frequent emphasis in study sessions on the detects of capitation 
and ¢he soeie) raltenwess underlying its surface glitter, and 
Use of the esses: of Chou Hung-ching fi Tokyo and Chang Chien, 
ya in Bombay to dramatize the hostile reception and cynical 
exploitation any Chinese defector anst expect in the West, 
hizo beleves that this line ef Chinese propagands is eifectiee 
in heightening the already existing fear of the unknown that 
sny potential defector feels, In his werds, “The party tells 
as that Chang was threatened by sxmed Marine guards in an 
effort be coures him frets hedge a spy and that Chou was asked ta 
make propaganda, ga to Tatwatt, amt yorachute back inte 
China, Chinese cadres do not want to have guns pointed st 
ther, to be spies, to drop aut af sirplanes, or to go to Faiwan.” 


‘The death of Hsu Tau-ts‘ai in The Magoo underlined for Mino the 
inherent dangers in trying to break away from communist conteol and 
the need for careful planning if bis own penject was ta succeed, His 
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knowledge that Tong Chi-gitag was “living the life of an ordinary man” 
in the United States was for bim the aust effective rebuttal to his 
fears about treatment by the Americans and a very important factor 
in waking wip his mind to defect, That dhis was the only succossfal 
Chinese defection to the United Suites he knew about and that he 
never heard of it though the Wester press or radio broadensty sug- 
gests our inadequacy in publicizing successful defections, 


fn Aserican Hanals 





Some of Mutu's reflections about his approach to tbe Anierican em- 
assy and his reception there Inchule the following: 

Several tis, while passing the embassy by oar, he hod a chance 
to ease it quickly, The presence of a Syritn policeman outside the 
chancery gate disturhed him a bit, Did the policeman challenge er 
register visitors to the embassy? He considered walking into the 
military snmex where the gate was unguarded, but decided not to out 
of uticertainty whether anyoue there would have the authority to 
deal with hin, 





He tock the Syrian receptiontst in the embassy lobby for a aii: 
formed American; be would not have anmommed his own embassy 
alfilistion had he realized the man was a Syrian, The removal of the 
policeman ond this Syrinn receptionist were the only slaps he could 
recommend to improve tho embassy's defuctar procedures, 

He was surprised and pleased by his reception, He was taken in 
quickly, did mut hase te waitin a room. full af cuslous visitors. The 
allicers receiving him gave an impression of courtesy and competence. 
He was relieved when an asylum request foro: in Chinoee was quickly 
producad, for he negarded this as reassuring evidenne that we were 
prepared. With ihe allegations that defectors are fiapressed. as spies 
in mind, he asked just one question kelore signing the request, “Will 
T be permilted to go te the United Status and live as an andinary 
citizen?” Assured that he could, he stewed unbicsititingly; he had 
tat anticipnted that things would go ao smoothy, 

He was not alarmed when told that the United States was request 
ing the Syrian government's acquiescence in’ his removal. He was 
not sure that his idea of exfiltration was bust, Getting him out safely 
was now the Americans’ rexpensibifity and he was confident they 
could manage it 


Tie listed) three reasons why he had net brought say docaments 
from his mission when deflecting. First, he just wanted freedom, not 
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to hurt the cieamunists, Second, the documents to whick he had 
imnediate access, though classified, all dealt with spectle: commercial 
transactions betwee Syria and the watiowal trade ocorporatinns he 
represented, and be thought they would be of little interest to us. 
‘Third, be was not certain that the Amerimas would accept him, and 
his having tuken decoments would have compromised him further 
if he bad lwd & go back, 


The Guut pre Gus 
The single mest useful point brought out in Miao's debrieling absut 


ccf. his reeptionds that-he canes prepared to bargain”; ye was therefore 


a polenttal tornaround for penetration of his mission. What is 
fexpoctant here is not that wo may have missed om opportunity in this 
case, but rather that Mino’s attitude confirms our belief that tradi 
tional Chtnese concepts oF mutual obligations and mutual benefits 
nee stil] very auch alive and can be exploited to turn defectors around, 
‘this vulnerability was prokably what made Miso reluctant ‘to admit 
that be fed considered what we might demand in retum for ex- 
filtrating tira; you don’t show « hand mut called. 

fn planning his approach, Mie reasoned that even if the initial 
reaction to his request for asylam were no, he could dtseuss wilh the 
embassy aficers the conditions wader which they mipht say yes, With 
the limited means at his disposal, he had raveurchedt the legal aspects 
cf defeetion fairly thoroughly. Me consulted a book on international 
law in bis mission's library and found that the geanting of asylem 
reat that the granting government undertook to guarantee the 
petitioner's safety and livelihood, He thought these substantial bene- 
its must entail seme corresponding obligations, and these he could 
discuss with the embassy to reach a mutual understanding, 

Since Chinese propaganda stragd ihat the Arericans would | 
to turn would-be defectors into spies, he thought “Well, what about 
being a spy?" and turned for rederenoe to a Chinese reprint in hie 
riission Hbrarg of the Soviet foformetion Bureau book on CUA, Caught 
fn the Act’* Here he read that the CLA pressed refugees and defectors 
fata working aa travlators, propagandists, radio announcers, rehagee 
relief office employees, spies, and parachutists, ‘This gave Him to 
reflect that the 0.5, government was a large and wired organization 
with mitiy diferent jobs for peuple of difercat talents, and that 
reasonable men could be made to seo that returning « man like him 


* Prescribed in Studies VI of, 1. 40 es pagsinn seg, 
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to China was both impossible and useless. Inmplicitly, he was prepared 
to discuss anything short of that 

‘The idea, howewer, tat he might have been asked to return to hiy 
mission quickly, cover lis absence as best he could, and work cut 
his passage to America with a year's service there be says xiamply never 
accuered to Lim: the Soviet back said that CIA always solve: its 
prey fest end only afterwards forces the vieting to ity uses. What if 
vs proposition had been puk io him? “The frst ghing Td have done 
was look at my watch; 0 T bad dime to get hack, f would have con. 
sidered 1, But L would have argued that I had Iocked the door to 
the amniseedal offices anid though T might have explaindd beng Licked 
out to my colleagues, there were the really striow: probleass of my 
clothes and my suitcase, How could f explain to my colleagues shat 
T had taken, quite anesually, my svitcoat? And if 1 leit the in- 
orlminating suitense at the American embassy, how could 1 later exphiin 
its lesa and the loss of my other bwo suite” What other arguenents 
would he have used? *{ would have stressed the danger and difficulty 
of findlag a later chunee to beeak away, doubt about my ability to 
endure another year under donimunist contrel, and the limited valac 
of any information I could furnish.” 

To Tort or Not to Tro, 

Every alfeer faced with the dection of whether to try to turn 
around a defecting Chinese oficial will be faced with arguments 
sinsilar to these, Routine Chinese personnel security peactlees virtually 
guarantes that every Chiuwse walk-in will arrive at a U.S, installation 
agitated over his safety, full of single-minded concern for getting away 
to a safchaven, and with very little if any time left fn which his 
absence will not be noted or ein be plausibly explained. ‘This situa. 
Hoa, plus the probability that the walein would be aware of previous 
froe acceptance of defectors, would peobably necessitate taking a 
fairly hard tine to convinee him that he really had to eam his passage, 
To tals such a line risks losing a walkin who cannot or will not 
return fo his installation on our behalf And given the effective 
Chinese vse of the Choa Hung-ching and Chang Chilen-pi cases in 
indoctrinating thely personnel overseas, we cau be sure that the story 
of an unsuccessful effort to tun & walk-in would be piven rapid 
elroulation fn Chinese misstons abroad (though it might not be believed 
‘by those who know shout the seeeptance of such of Tung Chi-p'ing 
or Mine Chen-pai}. 
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Nevertheless, the ieyortagce of effecting penetrations of Chinese 
missions and the example of Miao’s sense of “mutual obligations” 
argee for adapting selectively a less passive attitude toward Chinese 
defectors then we have tn the past, [ft is treme that dime will usually be 
feo short ta wrap up the turs-ayound process neatly, The 29 minutes 
ont cin usually hope for at best will sioply not accommodate the 
laying of prolechly unfounded fears of provocation, the Alling ont of 
questionnaires and asylum requests, and a sympathetic Listening ty 
the walk-in's pitch, let slone protracted negotiations about returning 
to his mission and the patching together of improvised oommonications 
artangeitients, - . - GRO ig chal - 

‘The essence af what needs to be done, however, is to identify 
quickly which walk-ing cam safely retum to their missions, tum these 
without alicnating them, and furnish them with hasie reeontact in- 
stractions, “There is no universally applicable formula whieh, will 
#uirantee gyyinst.« walk-in's rejection of aur proposition or the Toss 
of lim as a defertor; we aust be prepared oo take these risks, The 
professional case alflcer, aware: of the livaited time be has ta work in, 
will take these neosssary stops: 


Inmnedistely after establishing the walk-ia's identity and purpase, 
explore whether the way he made his hrexk weuld pormit-his 
return to hig mission, {This basic indermation mut be ob- 
tained carly, a¢ it will allect the whole course of subsequent 


bending. TE the circumstances role out a retura either une. 


observed or explainable, there is no point in pushing the walk-in 
to desperation by tying to’ tum hime if they do not, every 
elfort should be bent to do so, even if this risks losing him os 
a detector.) : 

Assure him in unequivocal terms of the American government's 
ability and willingness to guavantes hig future safety and liveli- 
hood. (This assurance will beth relieve his major anstety and 
inersese: his rexpeet for the haudling officer's stature, since only 
an afficial of authority could give such a guarented,} 

Without apologies or equivoustion, make this offer qatingent 
on the walk-in's rebsrulog to bis cttesiom for a Axed period of 
serving for ux. (No Cldnese walkdy will be gleesed by this 
turn of events, and it may be belpful to point out that arrange- 
ments for his safe extilteution will take lime in any event and 
to hint that previous Chinese defectors to us have similarly 
eamed their pawage, ‘The basic point, however, is that the 
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Chinese walkeig probably expects a deal, not a gift; his cul- 

tural conditioning predispases him ia see the equity af a bargain 
aivantagedus to both sides, especially if it is presented sympa 

thetically but authoritatively and with evidence of professional 
planaing ta misimize hts personal risks thereia,) 

Have communications arrangements ready in advanee, aa that 
the officer eum quickly and confidently (and in written Chisese 
text if necessary} set forth the machanter af basic two-way com- 
avunication between himself and his new agent. 

Suecesshtl action, under this proposal, will ceqoire planning and 
ioe Fiiur eer cilan pales ae sie eee 
for the immediate rerum of the defector to bis office is essential. 
Chinesedlanguage texts of these arguments and instructions should be 
prepared for we with walk-ins whose knowledge of foreign languages 
is inadequate. A suitable ageymmodation address must be ready. 
4 safehouse address should be ready far the rare walkin whose 
duties will enable bim to cover beef unescorted absences from his 
mission {oe personal meetfogs. Drep sites or brush contact plans to 
peemit the passing of instructions will ba needed in most other czses; 
and these will require some prior investigation of where Chinese 
mison members normally stroll on Sendwy afternoons, get their hair 
eut, have their fla developed, and so forth. 

tiuarantecs to a walk-in hat if he works for us he cannot be forcibly 
returned i China under escort should often help convince hin to 
turn. These could be eradibly given only fo, countries friendly to the 
United States, Host-countey relations with the United States are 
carefully followed in Chinese missions, and iis unbkely that a walkin 
could be hoodwinked by unjustified claims in this regard. Mise’s 
cava sting of countries in which he felt defection would be oo 
probleny was nearly 1QQ-pereent acenrate; avly an estimate of his that 
France would probably aeoept a Chincse defector for itself but nat 
for the Amerioang was questionable, 

Comrmuntontions Prospects 

tise affirms that he would have had no wouble hiding secret writag 
supplice af a miniature camera among fis pertonal effects. We kept 
his sudteuses inva locked closet fa his rao, and stalfers' personal fects 
were never searched or disturbed. Mony members of the embassy 
owen 85mm cameras of thetr own, 
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Mailing letters to an accommodation address would have posed no 
probleny fo any member of Mizo's cotrumercial aifice. Outyotag letters 
were thrown inte a commen wire basket, and any member of the office 
eould at any time call the anbassy driver and take the zocumulsted 
ewedl te the central post offs. The driver stayed with the car an 
thesé occasions, so the commerstl officer would lave had na diliculty 
posting a letter of lis own unobserved along with the office mail 
Miao wes uncertain whether other scatlons of the embassy used the 
same muadling system. 


eenet writing would bave posed a», 


greater problem. Although Miso hada Hdiaher of free hows every 


Saturday evening and Sunday, he could never have been sure of com- 
plete privacy ia the room which be shared with another offlcer, and 
which ather stullere fraquently visited. He believed, however, that 
by pretending te be writing peesord letters or king notes while 
studying Mae's works be could have covered, albelt with dntexruptions, 
the compasition of aperationul letters, 

Getting ineansges in to Miso wind have heey 3 more difleult 
matter, but even here some priuwe surveillance of the pattern of 
embassy staffers’ activities would probably have enabled us to Iny 
on secure initial communication. For example, the staffers normally 
strolled on Sanday through the focal market on, the Street of Congress, 
providing an opportunity for using a deadalrop or brush contact. 
Although they sent for nearly all their persoaal needs to a comewunist 
store in Hong Kang, most of them wonld buy fruit, for example, 
from the Esmoel Fruit Store near the embassy. ‘They had their hair 
oat at a nearby barber shap, developed thelr Blms at one of twa local 
photo stoves, and patronized a Syrian doctor. Recruitment of a sup. 
port agent in any of these establishments woidd have made it possible 
to pass written instructions, and the dactor would hsve provided 
eqver for occasional meetings, 

Mino was ake one of the few people is his embassy who were 
allowed contacts with foreigners, (The others wece the ambassadcr, 
the political counselor, the diplomatic secretaries, the NCNA. sop 
sentative, and the representatives of othur Chinese national ecorpyra- 
tins.) Miao mieelved Syrfan and Lebanese merchants in his office 
and offer talked to thens alone at some length Ha was also permitted 
to visit thelr offices, and though he was always accompanied by 
another culssion staffer, this man would often stay in the car or have 
his own business to transact with others in the office, leaving Mia 
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Abi is most unlikely#iThe’ system puts a preminm, on keeping one's . 
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foot for private conversation with the merchant, Recruitment of one 
of these Arsh mterchents would therefore have bees a means te pass 
beth verbal and written instrections to him, 
Defection Imducement 

Asked for his suggestions an encouraging dissalished Chinese officials 
ta defeat, Miso could olfer no dranvatioally sew insights or proposals. 
but his views: are worth sumunariving. 

Wiitle le docs not completely exclude the possibility that a dip 
stlishied Chinese ratght betray seme bint af his feelings, he helleves 





gat al) times the’ aaik 
of dootrinaire conformity. Thus eves audio access to group discussions 
and private conversations in an embassy would not necessarily lead, 
in hs view, to the identification of the staifer most likely to defect; 
he may appear orthodox’ and dedicated even to bis colleagues, Mise 
takes litle stock, therefore, in the spotting aspects of defection induce- 
metit, 

Nor does he think we should spend mich time in propaganda at- 

tempting {a convince targets that communism is bed for China. Such 
a menage is futile far the tne believer and unneeded hy the doubters, 
who know more about the shortcomings of Chinese communism than 
we can ewer tell thee, 
_ He cousiders oar two main ebstacles in defection inducement % 
be the tight personeel controls or the overseas stall and the inner 
fears that any Chinese waverer will have about the unknowns be will 
faoe in detecting, He helioves that the message we. should try to get 
across is siyply the assurance of a friendly reception aml of a free, 
stable Hvelihoed in the sadehaven of the United States for those who 
make the decision to break away. Recagnizing the importance of his 
own knowledge of Tung Chi-p'ing’s defection in overcuttilag his fears. 
Miao has been quite willing to have biy defection publicized and has 
skillfully enyphasized in several press interviews his satisfaction with bis 
lif here “as a means of overcoming the arcdeties of my former col. 
leagues.” Porting of a letter he drafted at our request addressed to 
iis former colleagaes in Damascus illustrate this theme; 


trie thoughts to onevelf and in maintaintig 


You art suey ansious choot my fxte. Whea Tt made ibis decisiod, 1 
als had a gead many aewloties. Twas afraid of the American Govemmneit 
willing me and threatening me. Twas ufratd that 1 waubin’t be able to get 
astuble life... Hot f can jayousty tell pou that the facts are completely 
emateuy to my expectations. Ax soon as 7 reached the Anierican Enibases, 


SHGHET y 


SP de Sayre cRNA «eres aati NG RRSLA NOR Re TRO mk sane 


geet geen iy Tht AS 


oo Tae, 
a echaee 


tees weeny 


. wn ee hnn oee? * 
1 * ern n maenninlaprecrnwe mennieaon aetna inane amma a 





ean” A Chiners Defects 


ee 


{ discovered that tiey are prepared at any time to help any person get 
feos. ¢., AU Die Astevicens 1 have med are eetrsordinarily polite, 
exfragudinarily defendly, ... They have dncorely and earseally Gelped 
me aoquixe personal freedom and have Helped nye arcange my petsinal [be 
aad carer. HH has heiw a geriud of auly a short three months, but T om 
in Washington going to Georgetown Lotverity whore 2 have born focally 
Htodying English. for aiore than a month, As for may poteate fife, f already: 
fave my dive aparinent and everything is very convenient, The Amerear 
government le fa the wnidet of helping ae Bnd a feb, ADL T have tr do fe 
Tease Baglith and then T ean Le ontiled down to work. 2... ‘The Amotioan 
government has sewer demanded that £ go whee f dav't want to go or 
: da what I doen't waat to da. 1 am. an ordinary Penoy, snd they ara, alsa 
“eT Rag o. ae) 2 gllneny phoplac cblthongh ee Tape i aBe ther esne, Ue Wi pery ehsj te 
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How can this message be got to Chinese officials abroud? Misa 
prelecence is through tke press wih radio broadcasts, He points ont 
that listening to fereign-linguage (even VOA) twondeasts fe én- 
couraged ag a. way of attaining lingwistle competence, yet he. never 
heard of a sueserstul defeetios to fhe West ty any Fecelim broadcast, 
fis embassy subscribed to eight Arabic Syrian papery, to the Englich- 
language Daily Siar and Arabic World and the French Orient and 
Le four from Labanop, and to the Paris be Manda, the airmail edition 
’ of the New York Times, and Qe Heng Too fih Pie and Tw Kong Pao 
+ af Hong Keng. These papers were distributed to individual embussy 

officers whe were responsible far briciing their polleagers every morn- 

ing ov the important foreign news ef the day, Miso believer hat 
ewer if a dixerwet officer desided against ceporting an item oa a Chinese 
. defector at the daily briefing he would: be likely to mention i€ to at 
leust the iromediate reembery of his office. 
' While Miso ig sure that any prudent cadre would imnediztely 
| teport reovipt af a defection leiter, he sees some use for this wore 
| divect means of getting one mesage to personnel abroad, The cour 
mercial, advaluistrative, and cultural alfices of ant embassy, as well 
« ag the NGNA offles, receive a fair volume of correspondence from 
foreigners, sost of it addressed simpy to the offices but some to per. 
sonnel by nani, This mail is normally screened by the receptionist 
at seutrity offfoer, but in the Damaxcus embassy there were only 
five offers, all in different sections, who aould read Arabic, and 
dedention letters in Axslic addressed ether to them perionally ar to 
their sections would probably go right ta them. Syrian government 
consorshig of such letters could be aveided by placing them directly 
_ fa the mail box at the sutin gate of the embassy, where the mission 
received wast af its newspripers and some of ils mail. 
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Miao also sees some limited role for foreign agents with secess to 
arobassy stalfers, While he recognizes the preat difficulty of estab. 
lishing any sort of meaningful pecsonal relatiogshig in this way and 
the bana fides problem in using such an access agent to deliver a 
pitch, be agrees Ht thee are useful Hanes which such am agent could 
innocently introduce to strengthen a potential defector’s belief in this 
abiligy tx cope with life’ in the West. Thus praise of his foreign 
language ability or of his business acumen might be helpful; Mizo 
Idanself was subjected to this sort of Jattery hy several Avate traders, 
soie. of who even jokingly offered him jobs in thalr firms. 


- te" Leistly sie even grants « place to the coldjapproach, if its limitations 


are kept ix mind, He sestizes that only flectlag privale contacts are 
possilile it places like cable officcs, airports, and post offfees, and that 
there are very real problems of shack and bona fides bere, Be 
recommends using a Caucasinn, rather thes an etlale Chinese, for 
cold approeehes, so thet bona Fides iy suggusted at least by fecy 
and mennerisms; all Chinese offecials abroad, he says, are extremely 
wary of unidentified Chinese, fearing Taiwan special apents or prover 
vatenrs. He believes thut we ovast expect an inidal tum-dewn rate 
nf nearly 100 percent ia cold appraaches, since our bargets live in 
a qilie thet places a premium on wariness. and. sexplieton of gatsiders, 
But the alicial who turns quickly away or curses the approacher may 
well he stimulated by the engounter and use the knowledge ho gains 
from it to plan a defection in his own way at his awn time, The outed 
approach ean therefore be justified, in Miae’s wew, at a direct means 
ta insuce, when necessary, that 3 target has the “welcome” message he 
should preferably receive more indinectly. 
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